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Tulsa doctors giving relief
They’re in Indonesia, helping tsunami survivors

BY NICOLE NASCENZI
World Staff Writer

reating victims of last
month’s tsunami requiresT not only medical skill but

counseling expertise.
Tulsa Dr. Mitchell Duininck is

leading a team of doctors current-
ly volunteering in Indonesia. The
group is working in the Banda
Aceh region of Sumatra, Indone-
sia, in one of the areas hardest-hit
by the Dec. 26
tsunami.

The group
arrived in In-
donesia on
Monday and
will return to
Tulsa on
Thursday.

“To be an
eyewitness to
this kind of de-
struction is
overwhelming,”
said Duininck
in a Friday phone interview from
Indonesia.

Duininck said Tulsa doctors are
working in local hospitals and
makeshift clinics alongside medi-
cal professionals from across the
globe. They are using interpreters
to communicate with patients.

“We spend a lot of time coun-
seling people and listening to sto-
ries of great loss,” he said. “There
is a lot of emotional trauma.”

In addition to the psychological
toll, tsunami victims are continu-
ing to die from injuries they sus-
tained in the disaster.

SEE DOCS A-7

Tulsan
is named
insurance
chief
b Kim Holland replaces
Carroll Fisher, who resigned
amid a scandal.

BY BARBARA HOBEROCK
World Capitol Bureau

OKLAHOMA CITY — Gov. Brad
Henry on Friday appointed Tulsa Dem-
ocrat Kim Holland as state insurance
commissioner.

Holland, 49, replaces Carroll Fisher,
who resigned in September while fac-
ing possible removal from office by im-
peachment.

“Kim Holland will restore integrity
and public confidence to the insurance
commissioner’s post,” Henry said in a
press release announcing the appoint-
ment. “After all of the negative head-
lines associated with the office in re-
cent months, Kim will provide a breath
of fresh air to the people of Oklahoma,
the insurance industry and Insurance
Department.

“She brings unquestioned honor and
a wealth of private- and public-sector
experience to the job. Kim Holland will
be an exemplary public servant and a
strong leader for the state of Oklaho-
ma.”

Holland is executive vice president

SEE HOLLAND A-3

Cherokee Casino still waiting to deal ’em
b Poker and blackjack play has been approved and will
begin as soon as the federal paperwork comes through.

BY ROB MARTINDALE
World Senior Writer

CATOOSA — The introduction of
poker and blackjack card games at
the Cherokee Nation Casino Resort
is just a few days away, a tribal offi-
cial said Friday.

David Stewart, chief executive offi-
cer of Cherokee Nation Enterprises,

said the card games are expected to
be in operation by the middle of
next week.

The poker and blackjack play has
been approved by the Interior De-
partment and was expected to start
by this weekend.

But the paperwork moved slower
than expected in Washington, D.C.,

and the Interior Department’s ap-
proval has yet to be printed in the
federal register — a must to give
the games the green light, Stewart
said.

That should be just a few days
away, he said.

Stewart said the addition of poker
and blackjack gaming is the latest
step in the Cherokee Nation Casino
Resort in developing into a major
gaming and entertainment destina-

SEE CARDS A-3

Bush likely to aim at benefits
b His 2006 budget will call for savings in
Medicaid and other benefits, officials say.

BY ALAN FRAM
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush is readying a new budget
that would carve savings from
Medicaid and other benefit pro-
grams, congressional aides and
lobbyists say, but it is unclear
if he will be able to push the
plan through the Republican-
run Congress.

White House officials are not
saying what Bush’s $2.5 trillion

2006 budget will propose saving
from such programs, which
comprise the biggest and fast-
est growing part.

But lobbyists and lawmakers’
aides, speaking on condition of
anonymity, say he will focus on
Medicaid, the health-care pro-
gram for low-income and disa-
bled people. Medicaid costs are
split between Washington and
the states.

Many expect him to propose
giving states more flexibility in

using the $180 billion in federal
Medicaid funds each year, but
to limit the program’s growth
on a per-patient basis — in ef-
fect forcing the states to find
ways to save money.

Bush may also propose trim-
ming doctors’ reimbursements
or weeding fraud from Medi-
care, the health insurance sys-
tem for the elderly and disa-
bled, the aides and lobbyists

said.
He may seek savings from

agriculture and other benefit
programs as well in the spend-
ing blueprint he will send to
Capitol Hill on Feb. 7.

There has not been a serious
effort to pluck savings from
such programs — called entitle-
ments because the benefits go
automatically to anyone who
qualifies — since 1997.

After two straight record fed-
eral deficits that peaked at $412
billion last year, many Republi-
cans are eager to constrain

SEE BUDGET A-3

GREAT PLAINS AIRLINES

Airline
requests
Chapter 7
b The 4-year-old company
is currently in Chapter 11
reorganization.

BY D.R. STEWART
World Staff Writer

Great Plains Airlines, the 4-year-old
start-up that filed for Chapter 11 reor-
ganization a year ago, has asked the
U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Tulsa to con-
vert its filing to a Chapter 7 liquidation.

Lawyers for Tulsa-based Great Plains
filed the Chapter 7 motion Friday.

“Every reasonable effort has been
made by Great Plains to locate financ-
ing and investors to permit the airline
to successfully reorganize and emerge
from bankruptcy,” the Great Plains mo-
tion states. “Unfortunately, those efforts
have proven to be unsuccessful.”

During the past year, Great Plains
has discussed reorganization efforts in-
volving the use of 32-passenger Fair-
child Dornier 328 turboprops. Its reor-
ganization strategies included resuming
scheduled airline service, beginning
charter service, providing cargo service
or combinations of the three, according

SEE AIRLINE A-6

Courtesy

Tulsa Dr. Paul Herman (left) is leading a team of doctors volunteering in Indonesia. The group is working in
the Banda Aceh region of Sumatra, Indonesia, in one of the areas hardest hit by the Dec. 26 tsunami. The group
arrived in Indonesia on Monday and will return to Tulsa on Thursday.
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‘To be an eyewitness to this kind of destruction is overwhelming.’
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When the new gaming
becomes a reality in a
matter of days, the
Cherokee casino at
Catoosa will be waiting
on card players with
about 70 tables for poker
and blackjack action.
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DOCS:
Three of the doctors
have private practices
they put on hold for
the relief mission.

FROM A-1

Duininck said his team has
seen many adults die from
tetanus.

Dr. Chris Jenkins, faculty
member at In His Image, ex-
plained in a phone interview
from his Tulsa office, that tet-
anus is a disease caused by a
bacteria which can enter the
body through a wound. Tox-
ins created by the bacteria
cause muscle spasms which
can be so severe that the
spasms cause suffocation.

Jenkins said because so
many people sustained cuts
during and after the tsunami
there is an increased risk of
tetanus infection.

In addition to treating
cases of tetanus, the doctors
in Indonesia are treating pa-
tients with other infections
and broken bones.

Six of the members of
Duininck’s group are resi-
dents training through a Tul-
sa-based program called In
His Image. The program
trains doctors in Christian
family practice, but is not af-
filiated with a university.

In His Image is affiliated
with Hillcrest Medical Center
and administered through
Family Medical Care of Tul-
sa. Duininck is the director
of the residency program.

Three of the doctors, in-
cluding Duininck, have pri-
vate practices through Family
Medical Care of Tulsa and
put their practices on hold
for the relief mission to Indo-
nesia.

The doctors are working
under the auspices of an In-
donesian-based relief pro-
gram called World Harvest.

Duininck said the weather
has been hot — with temper-
atures in the 90s — but not
unbearable.

There are a lot of insects,

and none of the buildings
have screens, so doctors are
using a lot of insect repel-
lent. Members of the group
are sleeping on the floor of
two rented houses, but they
are happy to have running
water. The nearby refugee
camp only recently gained ac-
cess to running water, he
said.

Members of Duininck’s
group are in good health, al-
though many of them are
tired because of long work
hours.

The death toll from the di-
saster continues to climb be-
cause relief workers are still
finding victims during the
cleanup efforts.

Duininck said whole villag-
es were swept away by the
floods.

Parts of homes are “strewn
all over the entire landscape,”
he said. “People described
the tsunami as a great black
wall of water.”

In His Image may send
more doctors to help with fu-
ture relief efforts in Indone-
sia, said John McVay, admin-
istrator of In His Image.

“There will certainly be a
need there for a long time,”
McVay said.

In His Image officials plan
to hold a press conference at
1:30 p.m. Friday at Family
Medical Care, 7600 S. Lewis
Ave., so Duininck and other
members of the group can
share their experiences.

In addition, In His Image
will host an event scheduled
for 7 p.m. Feb. 3 at the Re-
naissance Hotel, 6808 S.
107th East Ave. The event is
open to the public and was
organized so Tulsans could
learn more about the recent
mission to Indonesia.

In His Image is accepting
monetary donations to help
with the relief work. All do-
nations are tax-deductible.
Donations can be mailed to
Tsunami Relief Effort, 7600 S.
Lewis Ave., Tulsa, OK 74136.
More information is also
available by calling 493-7816
Ext. 8.

Nicole Nascenzi 581-8315
nicole.nascenzi@tulsaworld.com

Abducted Wal-Mart clerk’s body found
b A suspect is arrested
after an alleged
multistate crime spree.

TYLER, Texas (AP) — A col-
lege student whose abduction
was captured on a surveillance
videotape as she was leaving
her clerk’s job at a Wal-Mart
was found shot to death Friday,
and a suspect was arrested, au-
thorities said.

The body of Megan Leann
Holden, 19, was discovered in a
ditch alongside a highway in
western Texas. Police said she
was killed at the hands o  f a
man who went on a multistate
crime spree before he turned
up Friday at an Arizona hospital
with a gunshot wound.

Authorities said the suspect,
Johnny Lee Williams, 24, was
driving the woman’s pickup
truck, which was parked out-
side the hospital.

The abduction was captured
in chilling detail Wednesday af-
ter the student at Tyler Junior
College clocked out from the
Wal-Mart just before midnight.

The apparent abductor — a
man in a long, dark coat —
was seen loitering around the
front entrance of the store “for

a good period of time,” Tyler po-
lice spokesman Don Martin said.
The man was also seen on tape
about 90 minutes before the ab-
duction, emerging from a bath-
room and walking around inside
the store.

The tape later shows Holden
getting into her truck and the
man “running up behind her and
either hitting her or pushing
her,” Martin said.

Two days later, her body was
found near Stanton, about 380
miles west of Tyler.

Tyler Police Chief Gary Swin-
dle provided little detail about
the killing, but said Holden died
of a gunshot wound and added
that “we have every indication

that she was shot at the location
where her body was found.”

Authorities said the suspect
kept heading west as he contin-
ued his crime spree, attempting
a robbery at an Arizona RV park.
It was during the robbery at-
tempt that a store worker fired
the shot that landed Williams in
the hospital, authorities said. His
condition was not immediately
known.

“He said, ‘This is robbery, I
want all the money in the cash
register,’ ” store worker Richie
Chapman said. “And as he said
that, he drew a weapon from un-
derneath his shirt, and I drew
and fired.”

Police said Williams, who was
honorably discharged last year
after four years as a Marine, was
arrested last month in Tyler on a
cocaine possession charge. He
was released the same day on
$2,000 bond.

Police said Williams also was
involved in an armed robbery at
a convenience store in Texas on
Thursday.

Texas prosecutors said they
would seek kidnapping and mur-
der charges, and other counts
may follow.

Martin, the police spokesman,
said the victim’s mother was in a
wreck while driving to Tyler.
She was shaken and covered
with cuts and bruises after flip-
ping her car three times, a rela-
tive said.

Members of the
Midland, Texas,
FBI Crime Scene
Unit look for
evidence at the
site where the
body of Megan
Leann Holden,
19, was found
Friday outside of
Stanton, Texas.

TIM FISCHER /
Midland Reporter-
Telegram / AP
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Bar Stools
*Original Prices

TULSA: 918.252.3396
IN OKLAHOMA: 1.800.286.5853

71st & I-169 in Mingo Marketplace

2004
Furniture

CLEARANCE

2005
Furniture

NOWon SALE

!

50-75% OFF 
STOREWIDE CLEARANCE

EXTRA SHOPPING HOURS TODAY 8AM ’TIL 11PM

RED   APPLE SALE

*DISCOUNT IS 10% IN INTIMATE APPAREL,
SHOES, MEN’S SUITS, SPORTCOATS & DRESS SLACKS
AND IN OUR HOME STORE
*Cannot be combined with any other shopping pass, coupon, offer, special
order, phone/mail/internet order or previous purchase. No discount on
Superior Values, Dockers® pants, Levi’s®, Men’s Lee®, Men’s, Young Men’s
& Children’s Designer Brands, Ideology, Junior Bottoms, Easy Spirit,
Henckels, Household Electrics, Gift Electronics, Apple i-Pod, Personal
Care, Vacuums, Designer Bed & Bath, Furniture, Fine Jewelry Watches,
Best Values, Special Event & Bridal Collections & Service Contracts
in Fine Jewelry. Extra savings % applied to reduced prices.

VALID SATURDAY, JANUARY 22

EXTRA
15%OFF*

ENTIRE SALE
OR CLEARANCE

PURCHASE

FOLEY’S STOREWIDE SHOPPING PASSDESIGNER SPORTSWEAR
OUTERWEAR • FLEECE
VELOUR • SWEATERS

SHOES • BOOTS
SLEEPWEAR • ROBES 

SPORTSHIRTS

 I n d e p e n d e n t l y  O w n e d  A n d  O p e r a t e d

SUNROOMS

 250-7301
 OUTSIDE THE TULSA AREA CALL 1-800-285-7735

 Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00 • Sat. 10-4

 VISIT OUR
 SHOWROOM
 7123 S. 92nd E. Ave.

 Outdoor Living…Indoors ™

 America's Largest Sunroom Builder

PATIO ROOMS

 January
 Sunroom
 SALE!

 http://prdc.fourseasonssunrooms.com

 Quik Trip


